PART IV A3   NM ELECTIVE

GENERAL COURSE - PLANTS AND PEOPLE

B.A. / B.Sc. / B.Com. (Candidates admitted from the academic year 2008-2009)

UNIT  I

   Origin of plants: Geological time scale and origin of plant groups. Evolution  of human beings. Pre-historic plants. Origin of agriculture and civilizations.

UNIT  II

                Food Plants and People: Domestication of different crops. Introduction of food plants from different regions.

UNIT III

                Medicinal Plants: A brief history of medicinal plants and their usage.  Medicinal plants of global and local importance.

UNIT  IV


 Plants and Human Cultures: Landscape, plants and people in Tamil culture. Myths, beliefs and taboos associated with plants.

UNIT  V

   Globalisation and Plants: Plants as National/ Global resources. Exploitation of plant resources and knowledge linked with them.

UNIT  VI
Plants and Human Aesthetics:  Ornamental plants. Gardening and landscaping.
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